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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

Applicants respectfully submit this Information Disclosure Statement pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. §§ 1 .97 and 1 .98 in order to comply with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56. 
The Examiner's attention is directed to the document listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449. 

It is respectfully requested that the above information be considered by the Examiner and 
that a copy of the enclosed Information Disclosure Statement by Applicant (Form PTO-1449) be 
returned indicating that such information has been considered. 

Copies of the following references are enclosed herewith. 

1. United States Patent No. 3,502,661, issued 0/1970. 

2. United States Patent No. 3,954,791, issued 05/1976. 

3. United States Patent No. 3,993,682, issued 1 1/1976. 
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10. United States Patent No. 4,988,696, issued 01/1991. 

11. United States Patent No. 5,036,069, issued 07/1991. 

12. United States Patent No. 5,093,334, issued 03/1992. 

13. United States Patent No. 5,536,715, issued 07/1996. 

14. United States Patent No. 5,538,989, issued 07/1996. 

15. United States Patent No. 5,550,153, issued 08/1996. 

16. United States Patent No. 5,756,474, issued 05/1998. 

17. United States Patent No. 5,824,653, issued 10/1998. 

18. United States Patent No. 5,840,324, issued 1 1/1998. 

19. United States Patent No. 5,861,142, issued 01/1999. 

20. United States Patent No. 6,207,179, issued 03/2001. 

21. United States Patent No. 6,340,672, issued 01/2002. 

22. United States Patent No. 6,383,471, issued 05/2003. 

23. EP 0 059 074, published 10/1984. 

24. EP 0 717 993 Bl, published 03/2000. 

25. GB 2 252 730 B, published 12/1994. 

26. WO 00/48636, published 08/2000. 
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CONCLUSION 

No fee, other than the fee associated with the filing of the application, is deemed 
necessary in connection with the filing of this communication. However, if any fee is due the 
amount of such fee may be charged to Deposit Account No. 19-4709. 



Respectfully submitted, 




T. Siegal J) 



Mattfiew^W. 
Registration No. 32,941 
Attorney for Applicant 
STROOCK & STROOCK & LAV AN, LLP 
180 Maiden Lane 

New York, New York 10038-4982 
(212)806-5400 
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